
Travelling with minors 

From the beginning of December 2018, certain categories of child travellers will be exempt from 
presenting supporting documents at ports of entry. However, travellers are urged to carry these 
documents because they may be requested in certain instances. 

Travel requirements for children have been changed in ways which include the following; 

For travellers coming to South Africa, 

 Children who are foreign nationals from countries where visas are required will no longer have to 
carry supporting documents. This is because they would have been required to provide these 
during the visa application process. 

 Children who are foreign nationals from countries where visas are not required may be asked to 
produce supporting documents upon entry. Even though producing supporting documents is no 
longer compulsory, travellers are strongly advised to carry the supporting documents. 

 In the case of countries that endorse the particulars of parents in children’s passports, or other 
official identification documents, these documents shall be sufficient to establish the identity of 
the parents of the travelling minor. 

For South Africans leaving the country, 

 South African children travelling abroad may be requested to produce supporting documents at 
ports of entry. 

 Children with passports detailing parents’ names will not be required to carry birth certificates 
when travelling. In addition, a parental affidavit may be required. 

These requirements are meant to give effect to the Children’s Act, 2005 which stipulates that minors 
travelling in or out of the country must do so with the consent of both parents. 

The amendments took effect on 01 December 2018. 

South African minors will still be required to prove parental consent when leaving our borders. 

 

Visa waivers  

South Africa already waives visas to a number of countries.  

Republic of Congo (DRC).  

For DRC, diplomatic and official passport holders do not require a visa.  

As called for by the 2017 White Paper on International Migration, we are reviewing our visa regime 

for other Africa countries in line with the African free movement agenda. 

Of our top 10 African tourism market, only Nigeria has a visa requirement for ordinary passport 

holders.  

We have implemented a visa waiver for all citizens of the Russian Federation and Angola, on 1 April 

2017 and 1 December 2017, respectively, to travel to SA without having to apply for a visa.  

This has contributed to the increase in the number of tourists visiting South Africa. 



Negotiations are being finalised to conclude Visa Waiver Agreements for ordinary passport holders 

with the following countries, from respective regions:  

 AFRICA: Algeria, Egypt, Morocco, Sao Tome & Principe, Tunisia, Saharawi-Arab Democratic 

Republic and Ghana. 

 MIDDLE-EAST: Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Qatar, State of Palestine, Iran, Lebanon, 

Bahrain, Oman and Kuwait; 

 EASTERN EUROPE: Belarus and Georgia; and  

 CARIBBEAN: Cuba 

A list of visa exemptions is always available under “Check if you need a visa for SA” button on our 

website. 

 

Simplification of visa requirements 

We are simplifying visa requirements for countries such as China and India.  

This will make provision for taking biometrics on arrival in South Africa; allowing visa applications via 

courier and issuing 5-year multiple entry visas.  

We will consider easing, similarly, travel restrictions for certain categories of visitors for other 

countries, including Nigeria, Kenya and Uganda. 

 

Long term multiple entry visas 

In order to further ease movement of travellers, for purposes of tourism, business meetings and 

academic exchange, we have implemented long term multiple entry visas for frequent travellers, 

namely:  

 A three-year multiple entry visa for frequent trusted travellers to South Africa, and 

 A ten-year long term multiple entry visa for business people and academics from Africa. 

  

BRICS Visa 

Business people from BRICS countries who require visas (China and India) are issued a 10-year 

multiple entry visa, within 5 days of application.  

They do not need to apply in person, and can use courier services.   

This arrangement is meant to attract business people and prospective investors. 

  

Critical Skills List review 

Consultations are being finalised with other government departments, academics, business and 

organised labour, to implement a reviewed critical skills list by April 2019.  



This will help in attracting and retaining critically skilled labour best to enhance economic 

development and advance our country’s new path of growth, employment and transformation. 

In order to retain critical skills, foreign students who graduate at South African institutions of higher 

learning within critical skills categories, are offered an opportunity to apply for permanent residence 

upon graduation.  

Those who do not opt for permanent residence are issued with critical skills visas. 

 

 


